WSHL WEEKLY NOTES 01.09.19 – WESTERN
DIVISION

WSHL standings are expressed W-L-OTW-OTL (“W” and “L” represent regulation wins
and losses; shootouts are included in overtime results). Three points are awarded for
a regulation win, two for an overtime win and one for an overtime loss.
FRESNO MONSTERS (19-12-1-0, 59 pts)
@WSHLMonsters
www.FresnoMonsters.com
The only Western Division team in action last week, the Monsters dropped two of
three to the Bellingham Blazers on home ice while the rest of the division was resting
up.
A strong game from Kolter Pawlick (26 saves/2 GA) was not enough in a 3-1 loss to
open the series.
Stanislav Daneav and Petr Philippov scored the Fresno goals and Tyler Mathews
made 33 saves for the Monsters as Bellingham won again, 5-2, on Friday.

Jeremy Velazquez scored goals two minutes apart in the second period, and added
the game-winner in the third, as the Monsters salvaged three points with a 7-4 win
on Saturday.
The Monsters led, 4-2, late in the second period, but allowed the Blazers to come
back and tie it 5:03 into the third, but Velazquez restored the lead for Fresno,
working a nifty give-and-go with Philippov.
Velazquez added two assists in the game for a five-point game. Philippov (2-3-5)
matched his output, supplying the final two Monsters goals, cashing in on a wrist
shot from the inside edge of the right circle on the power play and hitting the empty
net from the red line for a shorthanded goal to close the scoring.
Fresno is home again this week, entertaining the Ontario Avalanche in a three-game
series that begins Thursday night.
LONG BEACH BOMBERS (18-4-3-1, 61 pts)
@LBBombersHockey
www.JrBombers.org
The bad news for the Long Beach Bombers is that their lead over second-place
Fresno in the Western Division standings has shrunk to two points. The good news is
that they now have six games in hand on the Monsters after they played three
games last week while the Bombers (and the rest of the division) were extending
their holiday break by another week.
Long Beach returns to action with three homes games this weekend, hosting
Valencia Friday and San Diego Saturday and Sunday. Over the next four weeks, the
Bombers will play division opponents Valencia (5x), San Diego (3x), Ontario (2x) and
Fresno before going to Ogden for a three-game series February 15-17 that could be
seen as a big-time measuring stick series for two teams that hope t osee each other
at the Thorne Cup this spring.
Oklahoma City is the only team to beat Ogden this season and Long Beach defeated
OKC at the Western States Shootout.
Manhattan Beach, CA native Malcolm Bohan joined the Bombers for the showcase in
Las Vegas, playing all three games and picking up an assist. Bohan, 18, also played a
single game for Long Beach earlier in the season and one game last year.

The 6’0”, 175-pound forward scored nine goals in 36 games with the Los Angeles Jr.
Kings last season and played the first half of this year with the Walpole (MA) Express.
Bombers head coach Chris White likes Bohan’s size and thinks his simple, responsible
game can help bring consistency to the bottom-six forward group for Long Beach.
ONTARIO AVALANCHE (8-16-1-2, 28 pts)
@TmOntAvs
www.OntarioAvalanche.com
We will find out this weekend if the Ontario Avalanche can maintain the momentum
they built at the end of the first half, or if the 19-day break in the schedule will set
them back.
The Avalanche won all three of their games at the Western States Shootout, and
defeated first-place Long Beach the week prior, then went on hiatus.
Ontario relied heavily on 20-year-old sniper Jeremy Van Dyke and 18-year-old
starting goaltender Connor Duffy, but will need contributions from players down the
lineup if they are going to be a team that makes any noise in the second half or in the
playoffs.
20-year-old forward Brett Ruiz is one player who has raised his game in his final
season of junior hockey. With 19 assists and 24 points he has already surpassed last
year’s point total (7-15-22) and has been a consistent contributor from the start of
the season when he collected points in eight of the first nine games.
Another veteran, 6’3”, 225-pound Livonia, MI native Justin Davis, drives play from
the back end for Ontario and is on pace to exceed his 8-29-37 totals from a year ago.
In addition to the veteran core Ontario has to work with, players like Anaheim Jr.
Ducks product Liam Massie have a half season of junior hockey under their belts and
should be comre comfortable – and productive – in the second half.
Massie, 6’3” and 190 pounds, put up 18 points (8-10-18) in 27 games before
Christmas while 18-year-old Nicholas Abernathy recorded 21 points – including 2-4-6
in three games at the showcase.
SAN DIEGO SABERS (12-12-3-1, 43 pts)
@sdsabershockey
www.SanDiegoSabersHockey.com

On pace for their best showing in six years, the San Diego Sabers have to be happy
with their first half – especially coming off a five-win season in 2018-17.
But now, as the Sabers prepare to drop the puck on the second half, the intensity
ratchets up for them when they look at their schedule.
San Diego will go up against Long Beach, Ogden and Fresno in January, giving the
team a chance to test themselves against some of the best teams in the league.
That stretch begins this weekend with a trip to Long Beach for games against the
division-leading Bombers on Saturday and Sunday. The Sabers have not yet defeated
the Bombers this season in four tries, but did take them to overtime in San Diego on
November 16 before losing.
A visit from Ogden January 25-27 will be a huge test as well. The Mustangs have just
one regulation loss through their first 31 games of the season.
A two-game set at Fresno at the end of the month is not only a chance for the team
to challenge themselves against a quality opponent, it represents an opportunity to
gain ground on the team directly in front of them in the division standings. They are
the first two of five remaining head-to-head meetings between the two clubs and,
with three points on the table in each game, it is not out of the question that San
Diego can close the gap.
Not to mention that the two teams appear to be on a collision course for a firstround series in the Thorne Cup playoffs.
VALENCIA FLYERS (6-15-0-3, 21 pts)
@valenciaflyers
www.ValenciaFlyers.com
The Flyers go to Long Beach for a single game against the division-leading Bombers
on January 10 before returning to action in earnest with a three-in-three weekend
January 17-19, playing San Diego at home and Fresno twice on the road.
The Flyers return to action after the holidays seven points behind fourth-place
Ontario but, with four opportunities to go up against the Avalanche head-to-head in
the second half, they still have the ability to move up in the standings and improve
their playoff positioning.
The four remaining games includes a home-and-home set February 28-March 1.

If the two teams stay in the fourth- and fifth-place positions in the division, they will
face off in a play-in series to determine who goes up against the first-place finisher in
a division semifinal series.
The two teams split their first four meetings of the season with the road team
winning three of the four games, so the rivalry between the two long-time division
foes has already been stoked a bit.
But for now, the Flyers have to focus on the games ahead of them. Their 4-2 win
over Southern Oregon on the last day of the Western States Shootout saved then
from going into the holiday break on a 10-game losing streak.
Secondary scoring from the likes of third-year Flyer Dylan San Augustin, a 19-goal
scorer a year ago, and 20-year-old forwards Ashton Richardt, Jakub Kasanicky and
Joseph Aguirre would go a long way to pushing Valencia up the standings.
Aguirre was acquired from Ontario last month and has collected five assists in five
games since joining the Flyers – four of them on the power play.
--- Compiled by Scott Harrington for Harrington Sports Media

