WSHL WEEKLY NOTES 01.17.19 – MOUNTAIN
DIVISION

WSHL standings are expressed W-L-OTW-OTL (“W” and “L” represent regulation wins
and losses; shootouts are included in overtime results). Three points are awarded for
a regulation win, two for an overtime win and one for an overtime loss.
CASPER BOBCATS (9-21-0-0, 27 pts)
www.casperbobcats.com
@BobcatsCasper
Third place in the WSHL’s Mountain Division currently belongs to the Casper Bobcats,
but they find themselves looking over their shoulder at the Steamboat Wranglers
now just three-points back.
Casper does not want to fall out of third place and have to potentially play a firstround play-in and/or end up playing Ogden in the division semifinal round.
Case in point: The Bobcats were out-scored 35-8 in a three game series against
Ogden this past weekend. The Mustangs are looking like the top team this year –
certainly in the Mountain Division – and just maybe the entire WSHL.

“Ogden is clearly the team to beat this year,” said Casper head coach John Ambrefe.
“They are relentless. Utah is very tough as well so, no matter who we draw, we have
to play our ‘A’ game”.
The third-place finisher would also avoid a potential 4/5 play-in situation. As a
result, the second half of the season has turned into a three-team race between
Casper, Steamboat and Cheyenne, and has given heightened importance to the
head-to-head meetings between those three clubs.
“Playoffs are a new season and you only need to win two games in a series to move
on,” noted Ambrefe. “We had a lot of adversity this year and played a lot of younger
boys who got valuable experience. This, along with adding five players after the
break, should help our depth which we did not have in the first half.”
“We will see how we finish the second half and deal with our playoff match-up when
the time comes.”
It just so happens that the Cheyenne Stampede rumble into Casper Ice Arena this
weekend for what should be an intense three-game series.
CHEYENNE STAMPEDE (3-28-2-2, 15 pts)
www.cheyennestampede.com
@StampsHockey
If the Cheyenne Stampede are going to move up in the Mountain Division standings
in the second half of the season, they are going to have to do it by beating Casper
and Steamboat. Opportunity knocks this weekend as the Stampede head into Casper
for a three-game series.
Then, after a bye week for the Stamps, Steamboat will be in Cheyenne for a pair. If a
push is coming from the Stampede, it needs to come in the next few weeks.
With the trade of Jeremy Velasquez to Fresno, Bryan Watters has become the central
figure of the Cheyenne offense. Watters has collected a point on 40 of 72 goals
scored by the team this season (56%).
Watters has scored 21 goals himself. The next most productive goal scorers are 18year-old forward Logan Syrup and 16-year-old blue liner Dawson Nelson with eight
apiece. Syrup, 18, scored 14 goals in 30 games last season.

It is a miracle that Nelson has been on the ice long enough to score eight goals
seeing as he has spent 128 minutes in the penalty box.
Defenseman Adrian Dookie has also gone over the century mark in the sin bin (103
PIM).
Those two have been major contributors the Cheyenne’s league-leading total of 890
penalty minutes, which has led to playing shorthanded 161 times and allowing a
league-leading 46 power play goals.
The Stampede would benefit from cutting down on the penalties, improving their
penalty killing (71.4%, 20th in the WSHL), or both.
OGDEN MUSTANGS (32-1-0-1, 97 pts)
www.ogdenmustangs.com
@OgdenMustangs
The Ogden Mustangs go after win number 33 Saturday night at The Ice Sheet,
hosting the rival Utah Outliers in their only game of the week.
The Mustangs rang up three more wins last week, sweeping a three-in-three from
the Bobcats in Casper to maintain their 22-point edge over second-place Utah.
There will be very little intrigue down the stretch drive for the Mustangs as, it
appears they will cruise to the division title, but head coach Jake Laime should not
have too much trouble keeping his team engaged.
Ogden has several encounters with Thorne Cup-calibre teams including Utah, which
they will play five more times, a trip to Southern California to play an up-and-coming
San Diego team next week, and a visit from the Long Beach Bombers in midFebruary.
With the 10 points he collected on the trip to Casper – a goal in each of the three
games plus a total of seven assists – Rhett Rampinelli moved past Corey Iapalucci
(47-113-160) and into third place on the franchise all-time scoring list. Iapallucci
played 116 games in a Mustangs sweater but, in just 85 games, Rampinelli has
produced 167 points (66-101-167).
Rampinelli, 20, carries a 13-game point streak into play this weekend. The Florida
native has multiple points in 11 of those 13 games, and has produced 39 points (2118-39) during the streak.

STEAMBOAT WRANGLERS (7-28-1-1, 24 pts)
www.steamboatwranglers.com
@SWranglers
After being held to a single goal through the first two games of their three-game
series against the Dallas Snipers last weekend, the Steamboat Wranglers exploded
for eight goals on Sunday, winning 8-5.
The eight-goal output was the most in a single game for the Wranglers in this, their
inaugural season in the WSHL.
The Wranglers took two-goal leads of 2-0, 3-1, 4-2 and 5-3. The first three times
Dallas got the next goal to get back within one, but Adam Albert’s goal 3:36 into the
third period – his third of the game – made it 6-3 Steamboat. That was a big goal
and held up as the game-winner after the Snipers closed to within a goal a fourth
time.
But as resilient as the Snipers were, Steamboat was just as determined not to get
swept on home ice.
Tyrell Bourke and Sven Sollander (ENG) scored in the final four minutes of the game
to make it an 8-5 final for the Wranglers. Sollander finished the game with four
points (2-2-4). Dalton Eagle Bear and Sebastian Culver each had three assists.
The Wranglers have a week off to revel in their victory and new-found scoring touch.
They return to the ice January 25-26 when they welcome the Casper Bobcats to
Howelsen Ice and Events Center for a critical pair of games in the Mountain Division
race.
Seventeen year-old Sebastian Culver has assumed the top spot on the Wranglers
scoring list with 30 points (10-20-30). The 5’8”, 145-pound Californian registered
points in seven of eight games between December 14 and January 5. That included
picking up points in two of three games at Ogden to start the second half. He was
then held off the scoresheet for three games before breaking out with three assists
in the 8-5 win over Dallas on Sunday.
Culver’s numbers have not been inflated by power play production. Only one of his
30 points has come on the man-advantage and he has scored two of his goals
shorthanded.

UTAH OUTLIERS (24-11-1-1, 75 pts)
www.UtahOutliers.com
@UtahOutliers
The Utah Outliers have just one game this week but it is a big one – at the Ice Sheet
in Ogden against the division-leading Mustangs on Saturday. The Outliers need to
cut into the ‘Stangs 22-point lead immediately if they wish to have any chance of
closing the gap significantly, much less catching them, even with four more head-tohead meetings on tap before the end of the regular season.
After allowing just two goals in a three-game sweep of the Stampede in Cheyenne
last weekend, the Utah Outliers rank sixth in the league in goals against.
Oscar Wahlgren has more than pulled his weight when it comes to keeping pucks out
of the Outliers’ net.
Wahlgren carries on a tradition of Swedish goaltenders being imported to West
Valley City by Outliers head coach and general manager Paul Taylor. This is the third
straight season with a Swede between the pipes for Utah, following Otto Saxin
(2017-18) and Marcus Rudhage (2016-17).
Saxon was the backup to Canadian Dawson Rodin a year ago, but Rudhage played
the majority of the games for the Outliers in his lone WSHL campaign, as Wahlgren is
doing this season.
Dylan Massie, who had two productive seasons in Utah including 31-30-61 last
season, is playing Junior A hockey in Ontario this season with the Wellington Dukes
of the OJHL.
Massie, 19, is from St. Lazarre, Quebec, and has also seen time with the Cornwall
Colts (CCHL) this season. With Wellington, Massie has 21 points (7-14-21) and 49
penalty minutes in 27 games played. The Dukes are the defending league
champions.
--- Compiled by Scott Harrington for Harrington Sports Media

